THE MAN I KNEW

but such action would be taken as a last possible chance
of victory*

For some time after he returned to France on the i2th of
January, Douglas found things had become comparatively
quiet. Although a certain amount of activity was observed
on the part of the Germans, it was still quite uncertain
where they proposed to make their attack. The work of
strengthening the defences all along the front was therefore
continued and Douglas spent much time advising and seeing
that the work was thoroughly carried out, especially at
Ypres and other points where our defence line seemed weak.
At the former place difficulty was encountered in the work
on account of die fact that the line lay in the section that had
been subjected to terrific bombardment and the ground was
in a very churned-up state. The question of labour was also
rather acute and difficult to arrange. Douglas suggested that
all the field batteries should be taken farther back and the
longer-ranged guns used for barrage work. This was so that
in the event of the enemy attacking and driving our troops
back, more time would be available for the moving back of
the guns.

Towards the end of the month a conference was held at
Compiegne at which Douglas was present. Generals Petain,
Foch and Pershing and Sir William Robertson were also
there. The conference was called by the latter, but as he had
not stated why, P&ain, who presided, started off by asking
him the reason for the meeting. It appeared that the British
Government wanted to know what arrangements were
being made for defence. After the conference Douglas told
Sir William Robertson that no matter what the Supreme
War Council said to the contrary it was quite impossible
for him to take over the French line as suggested unless he
had more troops to employ. He was being asked to extend
his front by about fourteen miles and he had not sufficient
divisions to operate with safety on such a large frontage.
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